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Ecclesiastical Claims Investigated, 
and the Liberty of the Pulpit Defen- 
ded; in five essays on the uninter- 
rupted succession; ordination ; 
the spiritual gifts and powers of 
the clergy; learning; Ministerial 
qualifications. By D. Isaac, Edin- 
burgh, 1815. 

Massillon speaking of the Hea- 
then, exclaims, ** O God! in permit- 
ting human reason to fall into such 
horrible errors, thou intended to 
let man know, that reason, when 
delivered up to its own darkness, is 
capable of every thing, and that it 
can never take upon itself to be its 
own guide, without plunging into 
aby sses from which thy law and thy 
light are alone capable of withdraw- 
ing him. O faith! O giftofGod! O 
divine torch, which comes to clear 
up darkness, how neccessary art 
thou to man! O infallible rule, sent 
from heaven, and givenin trust of 
the Church of Jesus Christ, always 
the same in all ages, always inde- 
pendent of places, of times, of nations, 
and of interests, how requisite it is 
that thou served as a check upon the 
eternal fluctuations of the human 
mind.” 

High churchmen hold, that Jesus 
Christ imparted to the Apostles the 
gift of the Holy Spirit for the eftice 
and work of the ministry ; and that 
they conferred this gift, by the rite 
of ordination, upon their coadjutors 
aud immediate successors, from 


whom have descended to the present 
time a regular succession of episco- 
pally ordained and divinely licensed 
ministers . 

All who are included in this suc- 
cession are deemed regular clergy- 
men, who are fully quali ified for the 
oflice of spiritual guides, and whose 
labors are accompanied by the 
divine blessing. On the other hand 
it is attempted to be maintained, that 
those ministers who cannot trace 
their spiritual descent through this 
episcopal line, are unauthorized 
and unaccredited teachers, intruders 
into the sacred ministry, vain pre- 
tenders to inspiration, and decei- 
vers of the people, merely because 
they have not received divine au- 
thority like a spark of electric fire 
through the finger ends of a right 
reverend prelate. 

It ought to be allowed by all par- 
ties, that with thetwelve, the Apostle- 
ship expired. The pretensions, then, 
would be to the places, privileges, and 
powers of the persons said to be or- 
dained by the Apostles. Let us hear 
Mr Isaac on the subject of ordination, 
from whom we offer a few extracts. 

‘When our Lord chose t: twelve, ‘that 
he might send them forth to preach,’ he is 
said to have ordained them; but the word 
ordained imports no more than to conséi- 
tute, afifroint, elect, and there is not the 
slightest intimation that he used any cere- 
monious consecration. After the ascension 
of Christ, only two persons, Matthias and 
Paul, were raised to the oflice of the Apos- 
tleship; and neither of the:n received any 
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human ordination. The appointment of 
Matthias is remarkable :—Veter stood up 
in the midst of the disciples, (the number 
of the names together was about an hun- 
dred and twentv,) and made a speech on 
the necessity of electing another apostle to 
fill the place of Judas ; * and they appoint- 
ed two, Joseph, called Barsabas, who was 
surnamed Justus, and Matthias.” ‘This 
shews that the election was in the disciples; 
and when they could not determine which of 
the two was most suitable, the Apostles did 
not pretend to take the matter out of their 
hands, but ali the parties agreed to refer 
the election to God ; they, therefore, pray- 
ed, and * gave forth their lots, and the lot 
fell upon Matthias ;’ and all we read more 
about this business is, that he was number- 
ed with the eleven apostles. Here the 
whole affair of constituting an apostle was 
managed by God and the people, without 
the eleven, who were present, presuming 
either to appoint or consecrate him. 

‘The Apostle Puul received no human or- 
dination to preach the gospel. ‘1 certify 
you brethren,’ says he, * that the gospel 
which was preached of me is not after man. 
For I neither received it of man, neither 
was I taught it but by the revelation of Je- 
sus. When it pleased God, who separated 
me from my mother’s womb, and called me 
by his grace, to reveal his son in me, that 
1 might preach him amorg the heathen ; 
immediately J conferred not with flesh and 
blood; neither went I up to Jerusalem, to 
them which were apostles before me; but 
1 went into Arabia, and returned again into 
Damascus. Then after three years, I went 
up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode 
with him fitteen days. but other of the A- 
pos'les saw I none, save James the Lora’s 
brother.* From this account it is clear, 
that when he received his commission from 
heaven, he did not go to Jerusalem to re- 
ceive orders from the apostles, but imme- 
diately entered upon his work, and was 
employed tor fudl three years in preaching 
the gospel and planting churches, before he 
even saw an aposile. 


There is not the slightest evidence, in the 
vhole of the New Icsiament, that the A- 
frostles ordained either coadjutors or suc- 
cessors to themselves in the apfiostolic office.’ 
The Apostle 1 Thess. ii, 4—5 says, 
6° As we were allowed of God to be 
put in trust with the gospel, even so 
we speak ; not as pleasing men, but 
God, who trieth our hearts. For nei-> 
ther at any time used we flattering 
words, as ye know, nora cloak of 


* Gal. i. 11,19, 





covetousness 3; God is witness. Nor 
of men sought we glory, neither of 
you, nor yet of others Me 
From the above we see how simple 
was the manner of electing an Apos- 
tle, how another preached without 
being elected, and by proceeding a 
little further, we shall see how mild 
was the apostolic authority. “ We 
were gentle among you, even as a 
nurse cherisheth her children: so be- 
ing affectionately desirous of you, we 
were willing to have imparted unto 
you, not the gospel of God only but 
also our own souls, because ye were 
dear unto us.” Let the pretended suc- 
cessors of the first Bishops come for- 
ward and evince the same love for 
souls! Years are rapidly taking their 
flight, and hundreds and thousands 
are dropping into eternity wiio 
‘‘know not God, and obey, not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
Where is the zeal of these men? 
Where is their ** example of be- 
lievers, in word, in conversation in 
charity, inspirit, in faith, in purity.” 
Behold! ye successors of the apos- 
tles, behold, the true apostolic zeal ! 
It is of the same nature as love, and 
indeed, it is as hot as divine love 
can make it.. All divine zeal is no- 
thing Jess than the ardor of love, 
kindled into flames in the soul ofa 
christian. Are those the successors 
of holy men, who make gods of their 
pleasures and render to these idols 
the homage of their mind? 'The A- 
posties used not ** a cloak oi covet 
ousness.”” And what shall we say of 
those, ** who give up their reason 
and their time, and all the faculties 
of their understandings, as weil as 
all the desire of their hearts to the 
great object of afortune in this world? 
Their wealth is between them and 
God. Its various lodging-places, 
whether in the bank, or in the place 
of registration, or in the depositary 
of wills and title-deeds—these are 16 
sanctuaries of their secret worship 
—these are the high places of thew 
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adoration! and never did devout 
Israelite look with more intent- 
ness towards Mount Zion, and with 
his face towards Jerusalem, than 
these do to their wealth as to the 
mountain of their god and the strong 
hold of their security.”? Are these 
idolators examples of true christian 
heroism, genuine devotedness unsul- 
lied purity ofintention, unfeigned hu- 
mility, and untiring patience? What 
have these to do with a religion that 
awakens tlhe soul, renews the affec- 
tions, expands the mind, sanctifies the 
imagination, purifies the heart, and 
generates divine life in all the moral 
powers of a man? And what would 
these have said if they had witnes- 
sed the devotions of the primitive 
christians, who in their nocturnal as- 
semblies were collected in a vault, 
or a cavern, or a Cemetery, dimly 
lighted by the moon or a lamp, and 
with women, children, 
slaves, husbandmen and artizans 





would they not have said there must 


have been excesses among such a 
promiscuous assemblage. We are 
not successors of these! And what if 
they had heard in those midnight 
hours, and among the tombs, discour 
ses on the resurrection of the dead and 
final judgement! And what if they 
had heard the prayers, the songs and 
the rejoicings of the saints mingled 
with the sighs and groans of the 
penitent, and the rapturous praises 
of the newly-converted ; would they 
have called these things extravagan- 
cies and indecencies! Would any 
of the modern successors of the A- 
postles, had they been present at 
those assemblies, have said, the 
heathen governments, the heathen 
priests and philosophers were doing 
God service while employing the 
ocean, fire, wild beasts, and cruel 
men to crush the midnight fanati- 
ticism! “‘But these were times of per- 
secution.”? Yea, and these christians 
were persecuted for righteousness 
sake, and because they would not do 
such things as Christ had forbidden, 


** Whence but from heaven could men unskill'd in arts, 
In different nations born. in different parts, 

Weave such agreeing truths ? Or how, or why 

Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie? 

Unask’d their pains ungrateful their advice, 

Starving their gains and martyrdom their price ?”” 


To return to our author, and the 


uninterruppted succession. 

‘ The scheme of high churchmen, for the 
sake of consistency, should be carried a lit- 
tle farther. It should be extended to fumily 
worship. The succession is of importance 
only as it is the channel through which tie 
Holy Spirit is supposed to be conveyed to 
his ministers, and the influence of the spirit 
in divine worship, is of importance only on 
the presumption that no religious service 
can be of any benefit without it. But s!.ould 
you allow the Holy Spirit to assist a layman 
in teaching in his family, how can you deny 
divine assistance to the same person when 
teaching in a con<regation? To make the 
succession of any value, it ought to be 
shewn, that no person Can read the scrip- 
tures, pray, or teach, to edification, in his 
family, without first receiving the episcopal 
benediction ; and then every ‘iouse holder 
must either be ordained a priest himsett, or 
keep one under his roof, or not suffer any 
religious service to be performed in his 
house. 

* It deserves to be noticed tor, that public 
instruction, may be given by writing as 
well as by preaching. Is it not full as wick- 
ed in a leyman to address us from the press, 
as from the pulpit ? Shall we then anathe- 
matize lay writers, merely because they 
were not in holy orders? No advocate for 
the succession, I presume, will carry mat- 
ters quite so far as this. Aid et it must 
be extremely absurd to permit the laity to 
write ‘on the subject of religion, and then 
come forward with apostolic authority tor- 
bidding them to speak tothe people the 
words of this if: He must be a subtle je- 
suit who Can prove that a layman may print 
a discourse which will edify al] his rea ers; 
but should he preach it, it would poison all 
his hearers. Is the same sermon, as it 
comes from the pen, the savor of life unto 
life ; but as it comes from the tongue, the 
savor ot de«th unto death!! 

Another little circumstance should not 
be omitted here. Itis well known that lay- 
men, and even /ay-women have sometimes 
composed sermons, which sermons the 
cle-gv have preached. As the authors do 
not belong to the sacred order, it may be 
doubtful whether such productions can pro- 
fit a congregation of the faithful; but the 
orators may possibly possess the art of 
putting spirit and life into these carnal 
compositions.’ 

Have laymen aright to talk about 
religion? How shall we draw the | ne 


between conversation and preachiug? 








m3 eee 






















8 


‘Can any place be too sacred for rel: 
gious improvement? Ifa layman be per- 
mitted to open his mouth upon so sacred a 
subject, I suspect it will be i ficul: to prove 
thot he has not as much right to instructa 
thousand people as two or three. Philip is 
said to have preached to the eunuch; brit 
this preaching was not) ng moge than an ie 
structive conversation. Acts viii. 30 &c. 

‘No bishop, no church, is a favorite say- 
ing with the advocates for the succession, 
Ji there be any truth in tus saying, it is fa- 
ta! to the sentiment which has given it birch. 
* We find ishops,” savs Stillingfleet, “dis- 
continued ter a long time in tie greatest 
churches. For if there be no churciies 
without . bishop, where was the church of 
Rome, when trom the martyt:dom of Fa- 
bian, and the banishment of Lucius, the 
church was governed only by the clerg: ? 
So the church of Carthage, when Cyprian 
was banished; when Miletus of Antioch, 
Ejnsebiys, Samosatenus, and the rest of the 
erthodox bishops, were banished for ten 
year’s space ; and Flavianus and Diodorus, 
twopresbvters, ruled the church of Antioch 
in the mean ume. The church of Carthage 
Was twent -four years without a bishon, in 
the time of Hunneric, king of tie Vandals 
and when it was offered themthat they might 
have a bishop,” they refused to accept him. 

* [he succession Cannot be sapported 
without admitting the church of Rome to 
be atree church, and her priests the minis- 
ters of Christ. But as the Papists are not 
polite enough to return the compliment 
to the church of England and her clergy 
many weak and timorous persons, in fetes 
to be on the safe side, embrace popery. 

* A successionist maintains that the min- 
istrations of others are invalid, from wheice 
it follows, that those whom they baptize 
are not christiaus. Archbishop Secker was 
baptized by a dissenting minister, who had 
not episcopal -ordination, his grace there- 
fore was not a Christian bishop, and al! his 
ministrations of course were of none effect. 
Now, itis a remarkable fact, and desery lng 
of special notice by bigots, that Secker bap- 
tized the king, and most of the rey} fami- 
ly, it will follow frem this high-chureh lo- 
gic, that they were not made christians! J 
should be glad to know what sort ot a bo- 
dy the church of England was, when its 
spiriteal and political head were both infidel? 

ifthe laity are interested in the 
succession—if they must have a 
Minister in the succession—every 
minister who believes this, is under 
obligations to obtain this succession 
list: ‘his point must be settled first 
of all, belore he persuades the peo- 
pie of the necessity of having a pas- 
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tor in the succession. No clerey- 
man. however, has had the goodness 
to favor his flock with this famous 
history. Not one in fifty of the p o- 
ple know who ordained their minis- 
ter, and not one in a thousand who 
consecrated the bishop. ** How can 
you tell,” says Baxter, ‘ that he 
that ordained you, did not counter- 
feit himself to be ordained? or, at 
least, that he was not ordained by 
an unordained man? or, that his 
predecessors were notso? Itis mere 
impossibility for us to know any 
such thing ; we have no evidence to 
prove it.” 

‘It is a singular circumstance, that 
chure> men should make the validity of their 
ministrations to depend upon the succes- 
sion, when not one of them pretends to 
trace it; but all agree to make confident 
assertions supply the place of proof. ‘This 
is the more remarkable, as they are liberal 
enough in the production of historical evi- 
dence, to suppert matters of minor im- 
portance. When, for instance, the dispute 
relates to some trivisl ceremonies, 4 feliois 
soon brought forth filled with citations trom 
the fathers? 

In disputing with a Methodist, 
the clergy are ready to ask a mira- 
cle in proof of his call to preach. 
The Methodist being more moder- 
ate, only asks for the records of the 
uninterrupted succession. 

‘A nethodist pleads that he received 
gifts and a call to preaca from the Head of 
the Church. Is not God both as willing and 
infinitely more able to give the Holy Spirit 
than a bishop is to grant ordination? As to 
qualifications to preach, it is well if the bi- 
shop himself possesses them. The Method- 
ist, however, does not, like his opponents, 
desire his mere assertion to supply the 

, place of evidence ; he belheves he can prove 
his inspirstion ; he appeals to the purity of 
his doctrine, the integrity of his character, 
and the success of his labors; he insists 
thit these evidences are sufficient without 
she wing signs trom heaven ; he is ready to 
dispute this point with his adversaries ; and 
he will allow them to call him an enthusi- 
ast anda fanatic, when they have shewa 
that his ground is untenable. A miracle 
ought only to be demanded when no other 
sufficient proot can be produced, and then 
the demand is reasonable. Uhe churciiman 
affirms, that no man is a true minister who 
is not icludee in the succession; the suc- 
cession therefore must be proved to justify 
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his ministry. But strange to tell! he has no 
proof to we Upon his own nbn ‘S, 
therefore, he must either work a miracle 
supply the defect of historical evidence, or 
expose himself to a retort of the charge of 
enthusiasm and fanaticism, for pretending 
to have received authority to preach from 
aman, io, it may bs - doubtful, never pas- 
sessed it himself. Even the Papists them- 
selves cannot prove the succession. 

Pope Gregory VI. could neither write 
nor read. Scuiphus was mace Archbishop 
of Rhemes, when he was between four and 
Jive years of age. A council was called at 
Rome in the vear 963, by the emperor O- 
tho, to examine the conduct of Pope John 
XII. when it was proved by many witness- 
es “* That he ordained bishops for money ; 
and ordained a boy of ten years old bishop 
of Tudortine. This pope was guilty of sa- 
crilege, murder, rapes ; lYe-put out the eves 
of his spiritual father, Benedict, aod killed 
him thereby. He killed Jolin, a cardinal, 
by cutting off one of his members. He set 
houses on fire, and went armed and har- 
nessed like a soldier. Both clergy and laity 
declared he drank a health of wine to the 
devil! ‘That at his play at dice, he would 
crave the help of Jupiter, Venus and other 
Demons. 

The counsel deposed John, and set up 
Leo. John called a council of bishops, who 
styled him the most godly, and most 
holy pofie, and cursed Leo and all his fol- 
lowers. The next year an incensed hus- 
band caught his holiness where he should 
not have been, and knocked out his brains. 
Baronius and Binius, two celebrated hi-tori- 
ansofthe Romish church,makeJohn the true 
pope to his death (in opposition to Leo,) ind 
trace the succession through him. An infi- 
del, a simonist, a drunkard, an adulterer, a 
murderer, a worshipper of idols and devils 
—a thing in human shape, worse than 
a beast, and bad as Belzebub, is made 
Christ’s vicar upon earth, has the power of 
saving and damning whio he pleases, the 
father of the faithful, and the dispenser ot 
all spiritnal blessing! Al this must be be- 
lieved. or the succession is lost! 

This is not a solitary instance of 
the most shocking wickedness of the 
superior Clergy. 

‘‘Lthe English Reformers were no advo- 
cates for the Episcopal Succession, they ad- 
mitied the equality of order in bishops and 
presbyters. This was declared by arch- 
bishops, bishops, and clergy, and by «ct of 
perliament in the reign of Henry VIII. 

‘The following extract from the homilies 
shows the sense of the refor mers, and is as 
valuable for the strength of its Ee 
ag for the weight of its authority :’ 





“As the lion is known by his claws, so 
“let us learn to know these men, (the 
“ popes,) by tieir deeds. What shall we 
“say of him tuat made then ble king Dan- 
* dalus to be tied by the neck with a chain, 
** and to le flat down before his table, there 
“to gnaw bones like a dog ? Shall we think 
“that he had God’s holy spirit within him, 
‘and not rather the spirit of the devil? 
‘*S.ch a tyrant was pope Clement the VI. 
“What shail we say of him that proudly 
“and contemptuously trode Frederick the 
“Emperor und r his feet, applying the 
“ verse of the psalm unto himself, thou shalt 
“ eo upon the hon and the acder ; the young 
“ion and the dragon thou shall tread un- 
“der thy foot? Shall we say that he had 
“God’s holy spirit within him, and not ra- 
“ther the spirit of the devil? Stach atyrant 
“was pope Alexander the HI. What shell 
we say of him that armed and animated 
“the son against the father, causing him to 
‘“be taken and cruelly fumished to death, 
“contrary tothe laws ot God, and also of 
“nature? Shall we say that he had God’s 
“holy spir.t within him, and not rather the 
‘spirit of the devil? Such a tyrant was 
“ pope Paschal II]. What shall we say, of 
him that came into the popedom lke a 
“fox, that reigned like a lion, and died like 
a dog ? Shill we say that he had God’s 
‘holy spirit within him, and not rather the 
“spirit of the devil? Sucia ty rant was pepe 
«*Bomiace the VIII. What shall we say of 
«him that made Henry,t he Empero:, with 
“his wife and his young child, to stand at 
“the gates of the city in the rough winter, 
* bare-footed and bare-le. ged, only clothed 
“in linsey-woolsey, e ang nothing from 
“ morning till night, and that for the space 
“ of three days >’ Shall we Say that he had 
God’s holy spirit within him, and not ra- 
« ther the spirit of the devil ? Such a tyrant 
was pope Hildebrand, most worthy to be 
called a Are-brand, it we shall term him 
«“as he hath deserved. Many other exam- 
ples might here be alledged; as of pape 
Julius il, that wilfully cast St. Peter ier 
‘into the river Pyber ;* of pope Urban the 
VI. that caused nve cardinals to be put 
intosacks, and ria lly drowned 3 of pope 
“ Sergius the IIL. that persecuted the dead 
‘ body of For tke his predecessor, when 
“it had been bured eight years; of 
“pope Jolin, the XIV. of that name, who 
“had his enemy delivere d into his hands, 
““caused him to be stripped stark naked 
‘his beard to be shaven, and to be hanged 
“upa whole day by the has , tl tet n to be set 
sy upon an ass, with his face backwards to- 
*“‘ wards the tail, to be carried round about 
“the city in despite, to be miserably beaten 
‘with rods—last of ail, to be thru-t out of 


a 


- 


Lal 
. 


- 
o 


al 
o 


‘ 


La 


- 


, 





~ * Query—W ere tuey ever tound again 





ee 

ens Oe Ae een 
ee ee 
eran 





iF 

ot Ht 

i AE 

ae 

ay 

ii 

4 

Ta 

we 

7.) 4 
; 

a. 
M4 j 

1 ia 

| 
m4 4 

b at 

. i 














70 


‘his country, and to be banished forever. 
«¢ Bur to conclude and make anend ve shall 
«briefly take this short lesson, Whereso- 
*‘ever ye shall find the spirit of arrogancy 
* and pride, the spirit of envy, hatred, con- 
“tention, cruelty, murder, extortion, &c. 
*- assure vourselves that there is the spirit 
“of the devil, and not of God, albeit they 
*« pretend outwardly to the world ever so 
“much sanctity ” 

So much for the homily for Whit- 


sunday, part IT. 

“The succession cannot be proved. Its ad- 
vocates are obliged to trace it through chil- 
dren, heretics, schismatics, infidels, idola- 
ters, simonists, drunkards, adulterers, so- 
domites, and murderers ;_ but after raking 
through ail this filtx they cannot make it 
out. The pretence, then, of being im the suc- 
cession is a mere arbitrary assumption ; 
there is not a minister in chrisiendom who 
can Gemonstrate upon this principle the le- 
gality of his orders.’ 

Away, then, with all vain boasting 
—all denominations are on a level, 
therefore, let all unite in preaching 
** Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” 

eer 6!) ae 


The Duty of Spiritual Shepherds. 


Some of the Members of the Metho- 
dist Church, are evidently lost for 
want of being carefully watched o- 
ver. Through outward afllictions, in- 
ward trials, a sense of their sin- 
fulness or perhaps, all these togeth- 
er, they become discouraged and 
faint by the way. Perhaps the 
preacher knows but little of them or 
their situation; and their leader is 
too much taken up with business, too 
timid, or too negligent to seek after 
them ; and they considering them- 
selves cast off, both by God and man, 
sink into a state of dark despair, and 
give up all for lost; and are nata- 
rally carried away by the tide of in- 
iquity ; Such persons are objects of 
the deepest compassion, and cannot 
be neglected, much less abandoned, 
without the greatest guilt. Let all 
those to whose care immortal souls 
are committed, seriously consider, 
how they will give an account of 
such .persons, thus lost, at the day 
of final accounts. For God’s sake, 








SPIRITUAL SHEPHERDS. 


follow them continually and be not 
discouraged, even if they refuse to 
see you for severay times:  con- 
sider the vatue of their sours; you 
may succeed: at the last! Should 
they be lost through your negligence, 
God will certainly require their 
blood at your hands.. If you cannot 
or will not seek after these lost sheep, 
give up your charge to those who 
can and will do their duty. You have 
no right to the oflice of a shepherd, 
unless you do his work. 

In a similar situation are many 
of those, who, in the scriptures are 
termed backsliders. Having fallen in- 
to sin they stand aloof from their 
brethren, through shame; and no 
one caring for their souls, or seek- 
ing to bring them back, they either 
lose all desire for saivation, or des- 
pair of ever attaining it, till at 
length they return to folly and crime. 
There ts utterly a fault among us in 
this respect. Many persons are cer- 
tainly lost to us, and we have great 
reason to fear, lost to all eternity, 
for want ef proper care and aiten- 
tion. As shepherds we must seek the 
lost, —bring again that which is dri- 
ven away.—binds up that which is 
broken or torn,—and watch with 
anxious solitude over every part of 
that fiock which is committed to our 
care. The Lord pardon and help 
his servants in this thing. 

Perhaps, some of our members are 
driven away by improper treatment. 
Those who are appointed to watch 
over them, instead of tempering the 
whole of their conduct with that love 
which is genile and easy to be enireal- 
ed, are rigid, severe, Censorius, un 
yielding, dictatorial, and lordly ! 
Now, most persons are more easily 
led, than driven; and some men are 
are only to be led, there is no possi- 
bility of driving them: nor do i sce 
that we have any right to treat these 
fellow-servants with harshness. He 
who cannot unite a firm adherence 
to every part of his duty, with a dis- 
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position to compassionate and bear 
with the various weaknesses and 
prejudices of his flock, is not sucha 
shepherd as Jesus approves of. The 
ancient shepherds went before their 
sheep, and their sheep knew their 
voice and followed them. They did 
not drive but lead their flock. 
Le 2)o 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
Thoughts on Singing. 


According to Milton, our first pa- 
rents, on * Eden’s happy plains, 
Bow’d adoring, and began 
Their orisons each morning duly paid 
In various siy!e, for neither various style 
Nor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker.” 

The Singing of Psalms and Spi- 
ritual Songs made a_ considerable 
part of the public service among the 
Jews. What is more beautifully sub- 
lime than the song of Moses? The 
song ofthe Lamb is infinitely more 
glorious. They shali be eternally 
blessed who are qualified to sing 
*the song of Moses and the Lamb.” 
In the book of Psalms, every 
thing animate and inanimate on 
earth, with all in the heavens, 
are exhorted to praise God by sing- 
ing. When we “sing unto the 
Lord,”? we should be careful to imi- 
tate the holy Apostle—to ** sing with 
the spirit, and with the understand- 
ing also.”? But have we not reason 
to fear this is too seldom the case in 
congregational singing ? 

Ihe primitive simplicity of sing- 
ing in christian congregations was 
subverted in the time of Constan- 
tine, during whose reign the first 
regular choir for singing hymns 
was established at Antioch. At this 
place an order of Monks was found- 
ed, who were obliged by their rules 
to keep up a continual chanting— 
a sort of perpetual fire of psalmody. 
These ceremonies gave rise to a 
mode of singing which was known 
hy the name of the Aambresian chant, 
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after St. Ambrose, who brought it 
from Antioch; and this method of 
chanting the psalms continued with 
little alteration for upwards of two 
centuries, when it was reformed by 
another venerable father of the 
church and its music, St. Gregory, 
in the year 600. We need say no- 
thing of the innumerable innova- 
tions and improvements of Popes 
and Friars, nor of the Italian 
music, to which many of our mo- 
dern composers of church music 
in common with the composers 
for theatres, are so vastly indebt- 
ed for much of their affected and 
unmeaning noise and whimpering. 

‘There are two things,”? says Mr 
Wesley, in all modern pieces of 
music, which I could never recon- 
cile to Common sense, one is singing 
the same words ten times over ; the 
other singing different words by 
different persons, at one and the 
same time: and this, too, in the mos! 
solemn addresses to God, whether 
by way of prayer or thanksgiving. 
‘nis can never be defended till rea- 
son is quite out of date.” 

And again, in officiating in the 
church at Neath, he says, ** 1 was 
greatly disgusted at the manner of 
singing. First, twelve or fourteen 
persons kept it to themselves, and 
quite shut out the congregation. Se- 
condly, these repeated the same 
words, contrary to all sense and 
reason, six, cight, or ten times over. 
Thirdly, according to the shocking 
custom of modern music, different 
persons sang different words at 
one and the same moment—an in- 
tolerable insult on common sense, 
and utterly incompatible with any 
devotion.” 

“From the first and apostolic 
age,” says Bingham, “ singing was 
always a part of divine service, in 
which the whole body of the Church 
joined together ; which is a thing se 
evident that though the Catholics 
have denied if, in spite te the re- 
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formed churches, yet there can be no 
difficulty in proving it to have been 


the primitive practice. ‘The decay of 


ths primitive practice first brought 
the :rder of psalmmiste or singers, 
into the Church. For when it was 
fuund by experience, that the negli- 
gence and unskilfulness of the people 
rendered them unfit to perform this 
service without some mere curious 
and skilful guide to assist them, then 
a peculiar order of men were ap- 
pointed and set over this business, 
with a design to retrieve and im- 
prove ancient psalmody, and not to 
ab lish or destroy it.” It would have 
been well if these guides had not o- 
verrated themselves, and introduced 
an absurd and unscriptural manner 
of singing. When the poetry is good, 

it ought to be sung in plain, well- 
composed, and W ell- adapted tunes, 

not by a handful of men, women, 
boys and girls, but by the whole 
congregation. But instead of this 
being done hymns are sung to theat- 
rical airs hardly learnt, and not 
worthy of recollection. 

‘When it is seasonable to sing 
praise to God, we should do it with 
the spirit and understanding also, 
not in miserable and scandalous 
doggercl, but in psalms and hymns 
which are both sense and poetry, 
such as would sooner provoke a cri- 
tic to turn christian than a christian 
to turn critic.” : 

Perhaps there is no book which 
contains more of the true spirit 
of poetry than the authorised Me- 
thodist hymn book. In these hymns 
there is no doggerel, no feeble exple- 
tives. Here are no cant expressions, 
no words without meaning. They con- 
tain the purity, the utmost strength, 
and the elegance, of the English lan- 
guage ; as also the purest simplicity 
and plainness, suited to every capa- 
city. When shall these hymns be du- 
ly estimated? When the floating 
trash is carried into the sea of obli- 
vion. Charles Wesley ,was a poet, 





whose lips were touched witi ise 
pure poctic coals from the altar of 
heavenly harmony. Mu ch of the po- 
etry sang now-a- -days was composed 
by the desc endants of the builders of 
babel. 
“Did God ever ordain instru- 
ments of music to be used in His 
worship? Can they be used in chris- 
tian assemblies, according to the spi- 
rit of christianity ? Has Jesus Christ 
or His apostles ever commanded or 
sanctioned the use of them? Were 
they ever used any where in the a- 
postolic church? Does the use of 
them at present in Christian con- 
gregations ever increase the spirit 
cf devotion? Does it ever appear 
that bands of musicians, either in 
their collective or individual capa- 
city, are more spiritual, or as spi- 
ritual, as the other parts of the 
church of Christ? Is there more 
pride, self-will, stubborness, insub- 
ordination, lightness, and frivolity, 
among such persons, than among the 
other professors of christianity, 
found in the saine religious society ? 
Is it ever remarked, or known, that 
musicians, in the house of God, have 
ever attained to any depth of piety, 
or superior soundness of understand- 
ing in the things of God? Is it ever 
found that those churches and chris- 
tian societies, which have and use 
instruments of music in divine wer- 
ship, are more holy, or as holy, as 
those societies which donotuse them? 
And is it always found that the mi- 
nisters, which affect and recommend 
them to be used in the worship of 
Almighty God, are the most spirit- 
ual men, and the most spiritual and 
useful preachers ? Can mere sounds, 
no matter how melodious, where no 
word nor seniiment is or can be ut- 
tered, be considered as giving praise 
to God? Is it possible, that pipes, or 
sivings of any kind can give praise 
to God? Can God be pleased with 
sounds which have in themselves no 
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meaning ? If these questions cannot 











be answered in the aTtirmative—then 
query, Is not the introduction of 
such instruments imto the worship 
of God anti-christian, calculated to 
debase and ultimately ruin the spi- 
rit and infiuence of the gospel of Je- 

sus Christ? And should not all, who 
wish well to tie : spreading and estab- 
lishment of pure and undeliled reii- 
gion, lift up their hands, their infiu- 
ence, and their voice against them? 
The argument from their use in the 


Jewish service is futile in the ex 
treme wuen applied to christianity. 


Is it probable that the primi- 
tive cbristians worshipped God by 
singing such poor, nonsensical, 
gerel trash, as would have been be- 
neath the contempt of the heathen ? 
Is it probable that a few of the pri- 
mitive christians, in the different 
congregations, sang. hymns for the 
good of the whole then present ? 

A METHODIST. 

——_ 6D = 
FOR THE WESLEYAN REPOSITORY. 
« Will posteri ty beheve ? éan they be led 
to think that such absurditics were accred- 
ited by their forefathers ?” 

From the Presbyterian Magazine 

eday 1821, pp. 199, 200. 
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“pared for tie devil and his angeis. 
ee wire judgment day is closed, 
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“‘with despair, and shall be subjects 
“of the most painful emotions thro’ 
‘all eternity. Int! ne anguish of their 
‘* feelings, they will vomit blasphe- 
‘mics in the face of God, and curse 
** God, that never elected them ! and 
‘the Lord Jesus, that never shed 
‘fone drop of blood to Fedcem them ; 
‘‘and the Holy Ghost, that passed 
“by without e fiectu: Ih ly calling them. 
** This is the misery of every natu- 
‘“ralman. Oh! labor to be humbled, 
“day and night, in this Woelul es: 
“tate! and ifthou dost not obtain 
‘fan interest in Christ, then fare- 
” a God, Christ and mercy for- 
“ever. Had Christ shed seas of blood, 
66 ‘ies would not be one drop of it 
** for thee, ou comest to see, 
‘and feel, and groan unt lor thi 145 mi- 
** sorable estate of thy fasion nature.’ 
Thus said * the Rev. Thomas Shep- 
pard, pastor of the church of Christ 
in Cambridge in Massachusetts, one 
hundred an years ago.”? And 
thus say the editors of the Presby- 
terian iwi in 1821!! But why 
should ** every natural man labor to 
be humbled, day und night, in this 
woful estate?” Eeocause God never 
elected a part of the human race. 
Why should every natural man *la- 
bor to obtain an interest tn Christ?” 
Because, the Lord Jesus never shed 
one drop of blood to redeem a part 
of the human race. Why should 
‘every natural man groan under 
i rable estate is fallen na- 
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a4 CALVIN’S INSTITUTES. 


FOR THE WESLIYAN REPOSITORY. 


“Investigator,” the author of ** Calvinism 
and Arminianism reconciled,” was, no 
doubt, influenced by praise- worthy motives 
during his attempts to reconcile what must 
forever remain as irreconcilable, as divine 
wisdom and human error—as diverse as 
happiness and misery, asopposite as certain 
hope and present despair. That writer may 
be compared to aman journeying on a good 
road, .who, to show his indifference to per- 
sonal comfort, now and then alights from 
his carriage to prove the solidity of a quag- 
mire. “ That spot locks green and pleasant,” 
says he “and I should not think ill of any 
man if he was mired there.” Though we 
may not censure a man because of erroneous 
opinions conscientiously entertained, we 
may nevertheless expose the errors of those 


opinions, especially when they are hostile | 


to human happiness. This I do not think 
“ Investigator” has sufficiently done. 

The doctrines of Calvin’s irrespective de- 
crecs, affecting the salvation of a few, and 
the damnation of a vast majority of the hu- 
man race, are at variance with the analog 
of the Universe, and repugnant to the men- 
tal taculties and bodily senses of human 
kind. We see nothing like these doctrines 
in the operations of providence, in heaven, 
earth, or seas. In every part of the earth 
where human beings are found, the munifi- 
cence ofan all-pervading Providence is laid 
at their doors. In no part of the Universe, 
has God created bodics to starve, or souls to 
perish forever. Now, how can any one re- 
concile the horrid doctrine of arbitrary pre- 
destination—with the carefulness of Provi- 
dence in supplying our temporal wants? But 
according to John Calvin’s creed, partly 
manufacturedin the twilightofthesixteenth 
century, and p.rtly borrowed from the Af- 
rican bishop of Hippo, who in the sixth cen- 
tury gave a rough draft of this said creed, 
we are taught to believe—What? Why, 
that God, the God and Father of att, has 


‘from all eternity, predestinated b; irrespec- 


tive decrees, some%nen and angels tocternal 
life and others to an endless death! And 
this giserably horrid creed is looking up 
(drivelling, half-fed, illegitimate child of 
darkness as itis) to be fathered on the Bi- 
ble! Tothis personified creed, we may with 
the utmost propriety say—TLhou wast with 
the serpent in the Garden of Eden. Is this 
ahard saying? Then hear Calvin himself. 
} shall lay before the reader a few extracts 
from Calvin’s ** Institutes,” Book ii. Chap. 
XXi. 

** Predestination, by which God adopts some to the hope 
of life, und adjudges others to eternal death, no one desi- 
rous of the credit of piety dares absolutely to deny.”’ 

** Predestination we call the eternal deerce of God. by 


Whieh be hath determined in himself what he would have 
to become of every mmdividual of mankind. For they are not 


all created with a similar destiny ; but eternal life is fore. 
ordained tor some, and eternal damnation for others. Kve 
maw therefore heing created for one or other of these ends 
**we say (but what seith the Lord “As J live. saith the Lord. 
Thave no pleasure inthe death of the wicked. Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will you die?) * he is predestinated to fife 
or death ”’ 

“Though it is sufficiently elear, that God in his sceret 
council freely chooses whom be will, and rejects others,” 
(Christ by the grace of God tasted death for every man) 
* his gratuitous election is but half displayed, till we come 
to particular individuals, to whom God not only offers est. 
vation. bet assigns it in such a manner. that the certainty 
of the defeat is liaile to no suspense or doubt.” 

** In conformity therefore to the clear sense of scriptnre” 
(This isthe condemnation—men loved darkness rather than 
light 2e will not come unto me that ye might have life The 
Lordis—not willing that any should perish but that all 
sheild come to repentance. Whowill have atl men to he 
saved and come unto the knovwledge of the truth ) ** we ase 
sert, that by an eternal and immutable counsel, God hath 
once for all determined, both whom he would admit to sal- 
vation, and whom he would condemn to destruciion. We 
aftirm that this counsel, as far as concerns the elect, is 
founded on bis gratuitous mercy totally irrespective of hu- 
man merit : but that to those whom he devotes to condem- 
nation, the gate of life is closed by a just and irreprehensi- 
ble, but incomprehensible judgment. As God seals bis elect 
by voeatioa and justification, so by exciuding the repro. 
bate from the knowlepge of his name, and the sanctification 
ot his spirit, be affords an indication ef the judgment that 
awaits them.” 

Jalvin runs out into a long train of rea- 
soning to prove, that the decrees manufac- 
tured b: Augustine and himself are totally 
irrespective of human merit or demerit in 
mankind. He says, “those wiio ascribe 
God’s election to merits are wiser than 
they ought tobe.” 


*S If therefore we can assiren no reason why he gronted 
mercy to his people,” (He that delicveth shall be sared—he 
that heltevech not shall be danined He that believeth is net 
condemned—he that believeh not ts condemned already He 
that believeth on the Sen haih everlasting life—he that believ- 
eth not shall not see life.) ** but because it is his pleasure, 
neither shall we find any other cause but his wiil for the 
reprobation of others. ’* 


Some of the Calvinistic divines endeavor 
to establish the Genevaen decrees, and the 
African pmilosophy, on the ground of fore- 
knowledge But Calvin scouts their feeble 
pretences. 


“Yeny, with Augustine, that the Lord created those 
whom he certainly foreknew would fail into destruction, 
aud this wes because he willed it.”? These are Caivin’s own 
words Again he seys— Both life and death ave acts ot 
God's wilt rather then bis forcknowledge.*"—' It is uscless 
to coutend about forknowledge while it is evident that all 
things come to pass rather bs ordination and decree?’ Ae 
gain he wflirms ‘ That 30d deereed that Adam should per- 
ish by his defeetion.”—* For the first man feil because the 
Lord determined it should happpen. "——Reader do ycu not 
Seei ‘hat you exist—do you not feel that you ace free--can 
you receive au argument to dasprove your feelings? Now, 
you will not pretend to more ireedom than imnecent Adam 
received as bis privilege at the band of his Creator. Well, 
yon feel you have power to flee from danger—had not our first 
parents power to flee from or resist the serpent? You feel 
you have power to pursue pleasure or wealth—had not our 
first parents as much power to serve God? You feel you 
have the power to «o the action you approve. aud avoid the 
evil you are tempted tumhave you mere Liberty than our 
first parents? Have you those feelings and all that lyberty 
which makes a man’s actions properly his own. and renders 
him justly aecountsble for his conduct ? And suppose you, 
that Adam. your progenitor, had fess liberty in paradise 
than you bave in babel ? After Adam bad abused bis free 
moral agency, by receiving of the fruit of the tree of knows 
ledge of good and evil. he was driven out of paradise, lest 
he should take of the fruit of the tree of Ife ‘To prevent 
this possible act of a free agent. the cherubim were placed at 
the cast of the garden of Eden anda flaming sword, which 
turned every way to keep the way of the -tree of life. But 
why this, if Adan were not a free agent ? 

Calvin again; *‘* According te the goud pleasure ef bis 
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will, God chooses whom he will as his children, irrespective 
of all merit, while he rejects an] reprobates others.” 

Again: ‘‘ God knows woat be intends tade withus: if 
be has decreed our salvation, ie wil bring us to it im his 
ows time ; if he has destined us todeath, it will bein vain 
for us to strive against it.” 

This is Calvinism in Calvin's own language No doubt 
the inventors aud abettors avd = promuigators of these doc- 
trines, good men as they may hove been are in some sort char- 

ble with millions of sins, ad of many cases of suicide! ! 

If we contemplate the Calvinistic scheme as the gospel 
plan of salvation, will it not appear exeredingly strange, 
that suck a magnificent apparatus should be instituted by 
heaven, to introduce ito the world a Saviour of those who 
were elected before they sinned and could never be tos ! 
Angels ftom heaven wing their rapid flight to Bethlehem 
to indicate the Salvation of the elect ! A glorions hew of ans 
geis cheering ithe midnight gloom with songs of Good will 
towards men! deputed to our world, and chanting this 
rapturous lays to celebrate the birth of a Saviour 
of thuse which were saved befor: they were lost! Is it not 
something wonderful, that heaven should display ail 
this glorious maguificence to save a fiero who were first 
elected to life from all eternity, and thea permitted to fall, 
nay, appointed to fall not from favor, but into sin, mere- 
ly that they might be redeemed! But supposing the ever- 
adoable Saviour to be introduced for the salvation of al! 
who had sinned, and to be the Saviour of all who actually 
obeyed him, would there not be a consistency in the song of 
aagels,in the offers of mercy—and might we not al] rejoiee in 
the universal regards of our Creator, and exult in the 
universal love of our Saviour. The angels eame to an- 
nounce the greatest event that ever oceurred on our earth, 
Peace on earth good will tomen; and is it probate that 
caly a few fallen crentures were privileged, orever would 
be permitted toe conjoin their vo.ces in applauding and so- 
lemnizing a condescension and benevolence illustrious be- 
yond all example? But Calvin has it, Salvation to a fez, 
who from all eternity it was decreed could never be tost !! 
Damnation to the many, it being feom all eternity decreed. 
that they should never have a sincere offer of mercy, ava 
for whota the Saviour was not given! Enough of this 

The Lord Jesus Christ took upon him the na‘ure of fall- 
en man; that he might make atonement forall who were 
Partahers of fallen human nature. Christ gave his life to 
ratisom the Whole human race. Thus the Apostle, But we 
see Jesns, Who was made a little lower than the angels, for 
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor ; 
that he by the grace of Gud should taste death for every 
man.” Heb. it. 9 

Calvinism is not the gospel whieh He who died fer ail 
commanded bis pailauthropie aposties to ** preach o every 
ereature.”? Calvinism has converted thousands in Europe 
and America, from the ebristian faith to Deism, Unitari 
atism, Arianism, Universalism, Antinomianism, and every 
thing but what a map should be. ‘Lhese are facia of puliltc 
nol orie'y. 

Our Ca!vinistic doctors and others may. as free aren‘s, 
consume their days and nights in explaining “‘all,”’ © eve- 
rv,”’” all men,” ‘‘every man,’’**the world,’ ‘the whole 
world’ &e. &e. £ can never, while blessed with reason, 
receive their creed in any part of the world where the bible 
is to be found. Let those do this, who follow St. Augustine 
and Join Calvin. esq. (Calvin was never ordained ) I say, 
let those follow these men, whe are of their kisuircd. bone of 
their bone.and flesh of their Besh. I wil! take heed to the 
Saviour of the world ARMINIUS. 

te & Le 


The Grace of Goll Manifested, 

(Messrs Armstrong & Plaskeit, 
Booksellers, Baltimore, have just 
published ** fhe lite of Mr Henry 
Longden, (late of Shefficld, Eng- 
land,) compiled from his own Me- 
moirs, his Diary, his letters, and 
from other authentic Documents. 
First American from the second 
London edition.” We cannot betier 
subserve the interests of our readers 
than by recommending this work to 
their perusal. : 
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form something like a faint idea of 
Mr Longden’s character, as well as 
be induced to follow his example, 
we give the following extract from 
his ** Life ;’*) 

One evening (says Mr Longden) 
as I was returning from chapel, 
where | had been much blessed, [ 
felt my soul travailing in birth for 
the salvation of perishing men. Hav- 
ing to call at our grocer’s shop I 
found hii inquiring of a poor wo- 
man after the health ofher son. Ina 
plaintive voice she replied, ** He is 
very ill ;—the cannot continue long : 
—he is my only child, and when { 
have lest him, I have lost ali!” In- 
stantly I felt a strong desire to visit 
him and with some dificulty obtain- 
ed permission. I found him in a 
wretched habitation, seated in an 
easy chair, panting for breath, in 
the last stage of a consumption ; he 
appeared to be about twenty-two 

i 
[ addressed him as follows: 
f am sorry to see you 


‘young man, ; 
id, “Lam very 


so i11.’’ He said, 

deed sir; bat if wil not be long 
I shall soon be released :-—f he 
shall soon be in heaven.” © T am 
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hii ill- 
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lingness to die, aud of your hope of 
heaven: have you a scriptural foun- 
dation for your hope?” As he made 
no reply, and thinking he did not 
understand me, I said, ** You know, 
my friend, there are many die who 
do not go to heaven; for God saith, 
‘The wicked shall be turned into 
hell, with all the people that forgc 
God. Before we can be admitted into 
heaven, we must repent of our 
ed lives, and obtain a parden of a! 
our sins. Hiave you repented and 
been forgiven?” He could contain 
himself no longer, but tarned with 
indignation to his mother, and saic, 
‘What did you bring this fellow 
here for ?? ‘Phen turning tome, he 
said, * Man go about your business : 
A did not send for yous nor dol 
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want you: you do me no good : sure- 
"ly my safferings are great enough, 
and you distress me “exceedingly.” 
The more I endeavored to pacify 
him, the more his anger kindled a- 
gainst me. I therefore sat, and si- 
Jently lifted up my heart to God for 
wisdom to direct me. It appeared as 
iff had no possibility of success, 
unless I could obtain consent to set 
up with him all night. I asked, en- 
treated, and would not be denied. I 
told them what an excellent nurse I 
was, and Lb hoped we should have a 
comfortable night s if they pleased, I 
would go home and fetch some cur- 
rant-jelly, and other things proper 
for a person in his situation: that I 
would bring some refreshment for 
myself, that [ might be no expense 
to them ; that a night of sound sleep 
‘would refresh the old mother, who 
seemed almost worn out :—that I 
would instruct him in the best man- 
ner | was able :—and if there were 
a change for death, [ would awake 
the mother, that she might see her 
son die, &c. &c. Taking it for gran- 
ted L had prevailed, LE hastened home, 
and returned as soon as possible, 
and found they had not locked me 
out. 
‘The young man received me with 
sullen silence. After some conver- 
ation, | prevailed on the mother to 
go to bed. As the young man was 
not able to lie down, he remained in 
his large chair day and night. IT told 
him I had brought a Bible w ith me, 
and ifhe please l. Ewould read to } him; 
to which he consented. After I had 
prayed, Lread, and expounded those 
parts which were applicable to his 
state. * What! (he said,) you are 
beginning again; you cer tainly will 
kill me: it does so hurt me to talk! 
Oh that my mother was but here!” 
I said, ** My dear child, you do not 
need to talk: Ll wont ask you one 
question, and I bey you will not 
speak. and I will pray aud read.”’ 
I kneeled down and prayed again, 





N’S LIFE, 


but with little expectation. Then } 
opened the precious word of life, and 
alternately read, expounded, and ap- 
plied, when I saw his passion yi- 
sing, I begged he would not speak, 
for that would hurt him. 

We spent our time in this way for 
some hours, till at length, under 
prayer, I heard him feebly say amen 
to my petitions ; which inspired the 
with fresh courage to persevere. 
When I arose, I spoke to him more 
closely, with all tenderness, con- 
cerning his sin and danger, Now he 

opened his mouth, and brake t the 
snare of the devil. He told me, he 
was the gan 0} fa pr ous Wethodist class- 
leader ! whe many years ago had 
passed into the heavens. I feit con- 
fident that the father’s many prayers 
must be answered. Now I kneeled 
dewn and asked God in faith, no- 
thing doubting; I heard the young 
man repeating my petitions word for 
word ; Linstantly personated a poor 
lost sinner, on the brink of eternity, 
and on the verge of hell, yet, through 
the infinite merits of Jesus Christ, 
suing for mercy. Then [I cried, 
«* God, be merciful to me a sinner,— 
a great sinner,—ihe chief of sinners. 
Jesus died for me; for. his sake a- 
lone forgive me, but let it be just 
now.” We both prayed harder and 
louder, till we prayed with all our 
might. 

When we arose from our knees, 
(for T found he had dropped upon 
his knees during the last prayer,) he 
walked over the room, and leaning 
his head against the wa Hl, he said, 
“OQ “uh if thou wilt give me a lit- 
tle ease and strength, i will pray as 
“ak: as I can.” linmediately he 
turned to me, and said, * I have no 
pain : it is all gone !” He then pour- 
ed out his bie in strong ‘crics aid 
tears, and his body shuok like a 
leaf in the wind. 

Considering his state of weak- 
ness, it is astonishing he did not 
faint. L encouraged him toe take no 
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thought for his body, but by faith to 
plead the blood of the covenant. His 
importunity increased, till he made 
a sudden pause, and turning to me, 
he said’ ** Jam happy ! O how happy! 
Bless the Lord ! Blessed be my God !” 
and he praised God, in language 
which astonished me. 


He was so filled with the love of 
God, that he opened the door, and 
walked into the street, though he 
had not been able to stand for some 
time without assistance. Accents of 
praise to the most high Ged filled 
the air, in the solemn silence of the 
night. He said, **O ye angels join 
with me to praise the Lord! The 
dead’s alive, the prodigal is found ! 
Glory be to God forever. Oh! the 
matchless mercy of God, to save me 
at this latest hour !”’ Sc. §c. 

This was a memorable night: 
what a contrast between the for mer 
and the latter part of it. In the be- 
gining, devils were raging within 
him, unw illing to lose their prey; in 
the after-part of the night, angels 
were rejoicing over another saved 
by grace. I sang several hymns of 
praise to God, and we conversed as 
brethren in the Lord, and fellow- 
citizens of heaven ; we eat the bread 
of life, and antedated the joys above, 

When his mother came down 
stairs in the morning, she was 
struck with astonishment to hear 
her son praise God. He said, “If 
God had not sent this his servant to 
visit me, I should have been damn- 
ed for ever. ‘The Lord has pardon- 
ed all my sins. [am so happy, I 
cannot describe it. Glory be to God 
forever,” &c. He continued a few 
days faithfully warning his friends 
and acquaintance to flee from the 
wrath to come, magnifying the 
boundless grace of God, as manifes- 
ted in him, and then triumphanily 
departed this life, in a sure and cer- 
tain hope of a glorious resurrec- 
tion. 


SOUTH CAROLINA LAW. 


South-Carolina Law 
( Concluded from page 62.) 


It would be unjust to suspect that 
this article will be tiresome or un- 
important to any christian reader 
who believes that ** God hath made 
of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on all the face of the earth.” 
‘lo the unanswerable reasoning of Mr 
Walker, with which the article con- 
cludes, we invite a careful attention. 

The Rev. Mr Walwys thus pro- 
ceeds :— 

“I speak conficeatly, because I speak 
from several years experience in my own 
parish and person. Whenin 1810I wenrto 
visit a plantation I had then in St. Vincent, 
I found that during my absence from 1804, 
a most dreadful system of management had 
reduced my estate toa wreck, and had sent 
many of the slaves to a premature grave. 
‘The Methodists whom I have ever encour- 
aged, (from a sense of my own interes:) 
when on the spot myself, had been discard- 
ed, and the negroes precluded their Society. 
The first thing 3 inmy mind was to resuscitute 
their spirits with hope, to excite a reaction 
in the. mental chord, as well as in nerves 
and muscles ;and therefore instantly sent 
for the Missionary and solicited his assist- 
ance, knowing the immediate iufluence it 
would have on the gang;—the rites of sepul- 
tureand baptism were thereby re-estal slish- 
ed; the relative ties in families were entorc- 
ed by admonition, and when disregarded or 
broken, were always marked with a par- 
ticular visitation; and here itis my boun- 
den duty to deciare, that, tho’ called upon 
at every funeral, (and many necessarily for 
sometime followedsuch dilapidation) at ev- 
ery birth, and on all other occasions of vo}- 
untarily attending, I never could prevail 0.4 
any of the Missionaries, to accept one far- 
thing of money in recompence for their 
journies, their pains, and devotion: their 
zeal excited them al] to exertion; the ne 
groves Could so feel and appreciate it, and 
from the gratuitous sincerity of their 
teachers, they naturally caught sincerity ; 
attention followed, in ¢ onsequence, to what 
they were enjoined to observe ‘Con tinen 
cy between man and woman superceded 
the promiscuous intercourse of the SEXES 5 
the child could find a father in a father’s 


protection, which before was not the cagg¢-" 


in their rambling amours s—-the hovel De- 
came a home; forethought apd industry 
united to make it comfortable ;—inst« ad | 
the rum-bottle, some neat article of clot} 


ing, or useful appendage to the fam: 
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came from town, from their savings or pro- 
fits from market; and a most harmonious 
and interesting asscciation of improvement 
and religion soon displaved itself albke in 
their persons, their habits and morals, 
‘The natural result was health in promoted 

«cleanliness—propagation in well cemented 
families—security In property to them- 
selves and masters in the discountenance of 
former tncks and thefts, and an increasing 
capital in an increasing gang to the pro- 
prietur: these are facts proveable and os- 
tensible wherever the Missions of the Me- 
thodists have been tolerated with common 
complacency, nor can lever believe after 
the constant opportunities of wiich I have 
availed myself in watching their conduct 
and their preaching, that in thought, word, 
or action, they have violated the order of 
civil Saciety.’ 

From several other letters to Ear] Ba- 
thurst, we mgeht make extracts, had we 
room. ‘The testimony of every wiincss is 
full and satisfactory, leaving not a doubt of 
the utility of granting the gospel to every 
individual of the human race, wherever 
found. ‘The following extracts are from let, 
ters principally addressed to Thos. ‘Vhomp- 
son Esq. Member of the British Parlament, 
Hull; and Jos.butterworth, Esq. London, on 
the subject of the various Charges made a- 
gainst missions by an anti mission party in 
{ingland., ‘Lhe mission committee in Lon- 
don had formerly to answer such char- 
ges on the authority of the Missiona- 
ries themselves, therr statements are now 
amply confirmed by persovs generally 
unconnected with the Missions, and they 
put it beyond the powe: cf denial, that the 
most important effects both meral and ci- 
vil, have resulted from the labors of men 
whothrough good and evil report, have sull 
held on their course of benevolent exertion, 
A mission so honored of God, aud which 
has repaid so munch fruit to the labour of 
cultivation, already conducted so many un- 
happy wanderers in the night of Airican sn- 
perstition into the light of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and placed a number which only the 
‘day of revelation’ can declare, in a bliss- 
ful immortality, should by its example, a- 
waken the Jatent energies of every geuuine 
Christian in this country. 
iavtract of aletter from David Grieve, M. 

D. dated Antigua, St. John’s, March 31, 

1818. 

«From a thorough knowledge of the Mis- 
sionaries, Jam well assured they are so far 
from shrinking from an enquiry into their 
conduct, that on the contrary, they.must 
earnestly wishit; Conscious were this dove, 
their enemies would be ashamed, and many 
of them converted to friencs: for it is very 
remarkabie, that on the estates where Mlis- 





sionaries labor, (J now speak of Antigua) 
that from these Negroes who helong to the 
Society, are selected such as are appointed 
to offices of trust—head coopers, carpen- 
ters, drivers, nay, even to supply in Many 
cases the places of the white servants, and 
to have the keys of the stores committed to 
them. And what is more, there is not an jn- 
stance, that I know of, where such confiden- 
tial slave, being a methodist ever betrayed 
his trust. : 

*’The Missicnaries lead such quiet and 
inoffensive lives, and are so unassuming in 
their whole Ceportment as to render them 
truly amiable. 

“The demeanor of my negroes has at al] 
times been submisive and dutiful, and in our 
late, wars they have always been armed for 
the protection of my person, my family, 
and property. ; 

“Such among them as are most regular 
in the per. rmance of their religious duties, 
are those whom I have upon ail occasions 
found to be the most faithiul, dihgent and 
obedient. 

Extract of a letter from Capt. John Paken- - 
ham, Royal Navy, dated London, Janu- 
ary SOth, 1816. 

** Mrs Bunch, a person of great respecta- 
bility, and one possessed of some property, 
made it a habit to encourage her ne groes to 
attend to the Wesleyan Missionaries, and 
she has related to me some extraordinary 
instances of their attachment. Some who 
hed becn taken in the war by French privas 
teers, wave returned to her even from Eu- 
rope:— others from America, and some 
had refused offers of great encouragement, 
and had pers sted in their determination to 
return to their mistress. 

“Ona visit which Iwas once while on 
that island ordered to make to Turk‘s Is!- 
and, I found a negre who had derived much 
rood from the instruction of the Missiona- 
ries preaching to his countrymen, and on 
enquiry, the merchants aud principal men 
on the island told me that he was most ex- 
emplary in his oWn conduct, and that he 
inculcated obedience, sobriety , and good 
conduct on all Who heard him, he was much 
beloved and r€Spected by the slaves, and 
was irequently made umpire in their dis- 
putes.” 

Members of the different Colonia! Legis- 
latures, Magistrates. and Planters, concur 
in givine the most satisfactory testimonies 
in favor of the religious institution of the 
free black slaves. Une of these gentlemen 
observes. and he speaks the language ot 
every one whe speaks the truth -— 

“lfrmly believe that in every island in 
the West Indies, where Methodist Mission- 


arics are, the slaves are more honest, more 
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sober, and more attached to their master, 
than where they are not-encouraged. In 
this IMand, Ihave net heard any planter ohe 


ject tothem or their doctrines, from any facts 


which have been alledged against either. 


“T have heard many ingtances of slaves in 
this island since thev hav 
of rehgien, being reclaimed from thieving, 
and drunkenness, two verv prevalent vices 
emong them, andi firmly believe that no 
expedient could more conduce to make the 
slaves honest, sober, industrious, faithful, 
and contented with their lot, than the gen- 
eral dissemination of religion amongst them. 


“In arecent letter Mr Bellamy, one 
of the Wesleyan Missionaries, says, we 
have always free adinission to the children 
on Mr ’s estate, and catechise them in 
his Hall. Lately, when there, th’ gentle- 
man said to me, “I had not my present 
views of your system formerly. I believe it 
is the best thing ever introduced into the co- 
lony. ‘The children are much better and be- 
have very well. ‘hey are honest. I believe 
none steal now. We are indebted to you for 
the pains yon take.” ** The children contin- 
ues Mr Bellamy, “ work in the field, and 
are as cheerful as birds in the spring. They 
have no dread of the whip. They are kind- 
ly treated, and know they will be so while 
thev beliave well.” We hope this example 
will be followed by proprietors in other re- 
gions.” And in 3. Carolina, 

Mr Mortier, in a late letter from Dem:- 
Tara says, “ a most affecting circumstance 
Was related to me a few days ago by one of 

ur temale members. [wo vessels arrived 
here the beginning of th's month, (July) from 
Dominica, witha great number of slaves, 
among whom were anumber ofour mem- 
bers. Our female friend, whois a native of 
that island, and lived on a plantation con- 
tiguous to the one from which they came, 
hearing of their arrival, went on board one 
of the vessels. As soon as tney saw her they 
bi gan in the following manner, “ here are 
We; we come from de word of God, we bin 
hearing de word of God in dominica ; but 
We no know if we hear de word ot God now, 
poor we! poor we! We no care were dem 
bring we, so we hear de words of God.’ Our 
friend told them that they would findhere a 
Chapel and missionaries. Ina moment their 
sorrow was turned into joy, and blessed her 
athousand times for being the bearer of 
these welcome tidings. ‘then they hailed 
those on board the other vessel, crying, 
“keep good heart, dere be chapel, here. “But 
says Mr Mortier, l have since heard that 
that they are gone a great distance into the 
country, where they will indeed be exiles 
from God’s house.’ 

Yn Barbadoes, there was, some two years 





felt the infuence - 


270, a dreadful insurrection of the slaves. In 
that Island there are only twenty two 
blacks in the Methodist Society. 

For the above extracts we are in- 
debted to the English Methodist 
Missionary Report for 1819. ‘These 
extracts speak volumes to the slave- 
holders and to ministers of the gos- 
pel. 

We shall conclude this long, but 
important article, with an extract 
from an inteligent work lately pud 
lished in England, entitled, 

* Letters on the West Indies.” 
by James Walker, Esq. a gentle. 
man long resident in the islands ; 
and who, though neither a methodist, 
or Dissenter of any kind, has given 
explicit and full testimony to the 
prudent conduct of the Missionaries 
of different denominations employed 
in the West Indies, and to the good 
effects of their pious labour upon the 
moral and social condition of the 
slaves ; and has also ably advocated 
the general principle of the obliga- 
tion ofa Christian people to provide 
for the religious wants of the pagan 
population of every country. 

The fillowing are the views of this 
gentleman on th. communication of Chris- 
tianity tothe negroes of the British colonies, 

“We talk of the dangers of giving our 
negroes religion, but we talk ignorantly ;— 
the factis they already have it in the most 
dangerous form; they have superstitions by 
no means favorable to our peace, and we 
cannot eradicate them but by means of 
truth: they have the religion of the injured 
savage, whichis revenge, and we Cannot 
soften it but by christianity. It has been well 
said that man is a religious animal, and 
there is no mind so untutored that the 
thoughts of retributive justice are foreign to 
it It isvain tocontend with nature; a perfect 
vacuum is not to be found in morals more 
than in physics; and if we will not give to 
the minds of our slaves the light of the gos- 
pel, they will remain full of their Obeah 
and every otherdarkness; if we will not 
teach them the true principles of order and 
submission, they will continue under the do- 
minion of that ferocious repugnance which 
human nature always feels to restraint oi 
every kind. 

“If rentlemen would as wise men stucy 
the subject they. speak of, they would pe: 
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ceive how much they have mistaken it. If 
they would carcfuily examine the New 
‘Testament, they would find that it would 
be in No wise compromising the trang uility 
of the colonies, or risking any subversion of 
the state of bond: ige, to permit the negroes 
to iearn from the Scriptures ; aye, and to be 
taught to read themtoo ‘They would dis- 
cover that the eff cts of chrisuan insiruc- 
tion, such as we have seen them, are not in 
the least surprising, but of the contrary 
are quite what were to be expected. ‘ihe 
far greater number probably of the chris- 
tiaus of the early ages were slaves. Do we 
find that they were exhorted by the apos- 
tles to free themselves ? Far fiom it. Tie 
utmost length to which any observation on 
the subject goes, is that there is no harm in 
accepting freed: ve if their master chooses 
to confer it. * Let every man abide in the 
same calling winentld he was called: art 
thou called, being « servant, (a slave)? Care 
not for it, but if thou mayest be made free, 
use it rather.* This is saying no more than 
every body says in the W est Indies and ev- 
ery where else at this d: iy: While number- 
less are the repeated passages where ser- 

vants tnder the yoke are commanded to 
¢ count their own masters worthy of ali ho- 
nor,’ }—* to be obedient unto their own mas- 
ters, and to please them weil in all things, 
not answering again, not pul loining. but 
shewing all good fidelity ,’t KC. &c. -&c 
These commands are al! enforced too by 
the peculiar persuasions and arguments of 
the gospel, the strongest certainly that were 
ever presented to the mind of man. 

“ "Lhe fuctis, that Christian: ty never in- 
terferes in any manner with the Civil affairs 
ef life. It gives no opinion upon them: agit 
finds them, so it leaves them in all cases. Its 
occupation is nobler, its ainis are higher. 
its eudeavor is to turn the eyes ot all men, 
rich and poor, bond and free, away from 
circumstances whichit uniformly treats as of 
little comparative importance, and to direct 
the vicws of one and all of them to.an eter; 
nal inheritance. For this purpose the du- 

es of all stations are taugiit in its doctrines, 
und none wore clearly and expressly than 
the contentment and cheer{nl submission, 
the service, the obedience, and ‘h ie pertect 
fidelity of christian slaves. According to its 
rules, prayer for the master enters into all 
their acts of devotion; and surely nothing 
ean be conceived more > productive of union 
ot heart to his service, than sincere suppli- 

Cations that the biessings of heaven m: iy 
descend on him. Indeeu, ‘chr istianity teach- 
es them grati tude to God, for a lot in which 
his providence separates them trom hea- 


then connectior s, and one as vp tothem the 
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£2 Tit: ii. 9, &c. 


’ 
vast future blessings which the gosne] un- 
folds. Thus it is that religion, when free 
from those fracds with which the corrups 
toh of man has sometimes unhappily ob- 
Scured it, but whic its real nature is fap 
roni creatine af itis ‘rom the tendency of 
the sm tb produits nii inight dark ness—tiiig 
tis, that the true religion wh c!; came down 
from heaven undes* he name of Christiani- 
tv, is fitted for all states and conditions of 
mankind, and proves itself in] circum. 
stances, climates, and regions, tie best gift 
a gracious Creator ever bestowed on his ra- 
tional. creature. Without attem) ting \1¢ 
least change on his outward circumsta ices 
wheresoever and owsoever it finds man, it 
makes him a better and a happier being 
than he was before. Nor can any tung else 
do this so thoroughly and universaliy. Phi- 
losophy has been tried by the jearned 5 
force has been tried by th: pow erful—the 
‘still smali voice’ rec.ains, and it is the one 
thing wmaich will reclaim and humen ze and 
bless mankind. Whenever, without art or 
secular scheme, it's ssmply ma.e KLows by 
honest men, however unlearned or uese 
prsed, its character and effects universally 
are * peace and good will to men” Every 
part of the old world has at one Uime or an~ 
other exp. menced t is. Man) portions of 
the West Indics have done so, and the 
rest hh our colonies may enjoy the same 
happiness, if they do not persist in preier- 
rine d anger and m isery. Ail other ameio- 
ratios n of the state of negroes sinks to no- 
thing in comparis: n of this ; it enhai ces and 
Comprises every other improvement. It 
sweeiens the state of sondage itseli > it pro- 
duces contentment with every thing pro- 
vide d up derit; it incitesto willing lab or 
aud faithful conduct; it supercedes paintul 
discipline ; it tends to elevate the charac- 
ter, to destroy the ignorance and supers 
tion, and tot: ally to eradieate the vices of 
our slaves. I ideed christianity is peculiarly 
fitted for the black po ay m of the West 
Indies. In ow Country many circumstances 
om but acute obser- 
it produc By: 2- 
ose cf our people who truly receis C 


+ ‘ 
it. But when it enters the uncultivated ai - 
Cs 


ombine to hide fro li 
vers, the excellent ele cts 
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or #t 
mong the 


untutored bosom, it so enlightens and t tal 
it, that the effect is striking both to the man 
himself and to all around lim. From a $a- 
vaze be becomes a tractable being; Moin 
bondage, an attached servant. A body of 
such negroes, in short, according to what 
the Damsh government have § said of theit 
sectarian slaves for nearly a cen sat Sp a 
better defence to the master and the c: noe 
than a line of fortific ations could poss. 
be.” 
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